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Kerry boosts up

morale

ITians’

TECH TALK: The US secretary of st

ate intracts witn IIT-D student

PTI photo

B

ey

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi’s research
project on biodegradable plas-
tic has made a strong impres-
sion on US secretary of state
John Kerry. After a student ex-
plained the project to him, Ker-
ry was heard saying, “Very ex-
citing. It would be a huge
contribution to the world.
Fantastic.”

Kerry, who is in the country
on a three-day visit, took time
outof hisbusy scheduleand vis-
ited the campus between 8.30am
and 10.30am on Thursday morn-
ing. Heinteracted with students
in their laboratories and looked
attheir projects.

Director of IIT Delhi Prof. R
K Shevgaonkar said that the US
Embassy had specifically men-

tioned the laboratories that the
dignitary wanted to visit. Apart
from looking at the applied mi-
crobiology and bio-processlabs,
Kerry also checked out an ex-
periment using algae to clean
water and produce biomass. He
described the projects show-
cased as “excellent” and “very
exciting”.

Kerry arrived in the capital
on Wednesday for the 5th Indo-
US strategic dialogue, his na-
tion’s first high-level engage-

ment with the Narendra Modi -

government. Dressed in a blue

suit, Kerry interacted with stu-

dents and asked a number of
questions about processes in-
volved, tuition fees, patents sys-
tem and also if they would get a
job in India or would like to trav-
elabroad.

(With inputs fromagencies)
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John Kerry visits
[IT Delhi, finds it
‘excellent’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: ‘Very excit-
ing’ and ‘excellent’ were the
words used by US Secretary
of State John Kerry as he vis-
ited two laboratories at the
prestigious Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) in New
Delhi on Thursday. Kerry
also interacted with the stu-
dents. Kerry, who is in New
Delhi for the 5th Indo-US
Strategic Dialogue, took
time out of his schedule and
visited the Applied Microbi-
ology Laboratory and Bio-
process Laboratory at IIT.
Professor RK Shevga-
onkar, director of II'T, Delhi
said that the American
embassy had specifically
mentioned the laboratories
that Kerry wanted to visit.
Dressed in a blue suit,
Kerry interacted with the
students there and asked a
number of questions about
the processes involved, the
education fees, patent sys-
tem and also if they would
get a job in India or would
they have to go out. Kerry
was very pleased to see a
research project on bio-
degradable plastic. As a stu-
dent explained the project to
him, Kerry said, ‘Very excit-
ing. It would be a huge con-
tribution to the world’
Kunal Gupta, a student
who is a part of the proj-
ect, said he was proud that
Kerry visited his institute.
‘T am very proud to be part
of an institute which is rec-
ognised in USA as well. It
makes us feel very good;
said Gupta. PTI

Page 10f 18



Financial Express, ND 01/08/2014 P-23

Kerry visits II'T, walks out
impressed with students

US secretary of state John Kerry talks to graduate students about their work atthe Indian Institute

of Technology in New Delhion Thursday.

New Delhi, July 31: “Very
exciting” and “excellent”
were the words used by US

secretary of state John Ker- -

ry as he visited two laborato-

riesattheprestigiousIndian .

Instituteof Technology (II'T)
here on Thursday and inter-
acted with the students.
Kerry, who is here for the
5th Indo-US strategic dia-
logue, took time out of his
scheduleand visited the Ap-
plied Microbiology Labora-
tory and Bio-process lab.
Professor RK Shev-
gaonkar, director of theIIT,
Delhi told PTI that the
American embassy had

specifically mentioned the
laboratories that Kerry
wanted to visit.

Dressed in a blue suit,
Kerry interacted with the
students there and asked a
number of questions about
the processes involved, the
education fees, patent sys-
tem and also if they would
get a job in India or would
they have to go out.

Kerry was very pleased
to see aresearch project on
bio-degradable plastic.

As a student explained
the project to him, Kerry
said, ‘“Very exciting. It

. would be a huge contribu-

PTIPhoto

tion to the world.

Very exciting. Fantas-
tic”. Kunal Gupta, who is
part of the project, said he
was proud that Kerry visit-
ed his institute. '

“l am very proud to be
part of a institute which is
recognised in the US as
well. They (US) have done a
lot of research which is
much ahead of us and Ker-
ry's visit to the institute
makes us feel very good,”
said Gupta.

Kerryalsovisited thelab
which was using algae to
clean water and to produce
biomass. PTI
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Kerry visits II'T, walks out
impressed with students

NEW DELHI, JULY 31
"Very exciting" and "excel-
lent" were the words used by
US Secretary of State John
Kerry as he visited two labo-
ratories at the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology here today
and interacted with students,
ﬁerry, who is here for the
5th Indo-US strategic dia-
logue, took time out of his
schedule and visited the
Applied Microbiology Labo-
ratory and Bio-process lab.
Professor RK Shevgaonkar,
Director of the IIT, Delhi, told
PTI that the American
Embassy had specifically
mentioned the laboratories
that Kerry wanted to visit.
- Dressed in a blue suit, Ker-
ry interacted with students
there and asked a number of
questions about the process-
es involved, education fee,
patent system and also if
they would get a job in India
or would they have to go out.
Kerry was very pleased to

US Secretary of State John Kerry interacts with students at the
Indian Institute of Technology in New Delhi on Thursday. pri

see a research project on
bio-degradable plastic.

As a student explained the
project to him, Kerry said,
"Very exciting. It would be a
huge contribution to the
world. Very exciting. Fan-
tastic." Kunal Gupta, who is
part of the project, said he
was proud that Kerry visit-
ed his institute.

"T am very proud to be

part of an institute which
is recognised in the US as
well. They (US) have done
a lot of research which is
much ahead of us and Ker-
ry's visit to the institute
makes us feel very good,"
Gupta said.

Kerry also visited the lab
which was using algae to
clean water and to produce
biomass. — PTI



HT.Com ND 01.08.2014 P-2

Page 4 of 18

“State secret

2 §

=

ary’s day out

{
i
> l

NEW DELHI: US Secretary of
State John Kerry on
Thursday visited the Indian
Institute of Technology (II'T)
Delhi. He went to the school
of biology and visited two of
the laboratories there.
Kerry was in the institution
early morning between
8.30am to 10.30 am, an IIT
professor said.

= (L) US secretary of state John Kerry visits the Cottage
Emporium; Kerry interacts with lIT Delhi students  AFP/REUTERS

On his first day, Kerry visits
IIT Delhi, meets students

He also interacted with the
students and looked at their
projects. Kerry arrived here
on Wednesday on a three-day
visit to strike up the US’ first
high-level engagement with
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment. He later met External
Affairs Minister (EAM)
Sushma Swaraj for a strate-
gic dialogue. IANS
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Kerry visits
IIT ‘excited’
about work
by students

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

VERY “exciting” and “excel-
lent” were the words used by
US Secretary of State John
Kerry after his visit to two lab-
oratories at the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Delhi, on
Thursday.

Kerry,whoisin the capital
for the 5th Indo-US Strategic
Dialogue, took time out of his
schedule and visited the ap-
plied microbiology laboratory
and bio-process lab. Professor
R K Shevgaonkar, Director,
IIT Delhi, said the American
Embassy had specifically men-
tioned the laboratories that
Kerrywanted to visit.

Kerry interacted with stu-
dents and asked questions
about the processes involved,
education fees, patent system
and if they would get a job in
India or would apply abroad.

Hewasalsoverypleased to
see a research project on bio-
degradable plastic. As a stu-
dent explained the project to
him, Kerry said, “Very exciting,
Itwould be a huge contribution
to the world... Fantastic.”

Kunal Gupta, who is part
of the project, said, “I amvery
proud tobe part of an institute
thatisrecognised in the US as
well. They (US) have done a
lot of research which is much
ahead of us and Kerry’s visit
to the institute makes us feel
very good.”

Rashtriya Sahara, ND 01/08/2014 p_2

g o o

¥ gaTiferd g0 Rt

73 feeelt (qaume) | s@Ra
faRert ST F8 7 gefEr @
yfiftsa Trdia deifie e 5t @
AT &1 2l R | SRR oE Y

3 9RA § A 0 A1 IR TR TN ?
1 g Tl A 7 frg 51 g T
REF | Y RS F @R
FH G W 59 T BH 3 3R W

TR % ORF agd MR 3R SRASA ¥ ar o IR A 9 a
TP IR F Y | o IRN FE, ‘a5 JniE|
I TR | FD T R 7 g & fog @d &
gl Rd-3mRE i R A B TgT M,
rifeer Al % fag wa m;@a IRRR ' 39 ufEeHr |
A T IR T T IRC oot et e e
R atcTee mesh | INE IR T AR TE § f HA
RIS ISIE SRR L E o - — I GRIH B 3| T
TSR G 1 A | e, i U e @ fee s e

aﬁﬁaﬁm‘ﬁﬁﬂwaﬁmmm
Fa 311 1 S e TR
& | e 1 1 e R T 3R Y e
El § S @ R I SRR,
defors geepi, ¥ e F aR §
T 93 | 3 D6 A 98 @i

T g, et geam mfien &
oft 21 smiifent ¥ wga o forg § sk

TR T g ST € | K R I

H 3H W & §gd s e |’

H A 39 wAmen & 5t
o, Sl Ol | 0 & g sl Sig
iﬂﬂa%ﬁ%ma’?ammsﬁwm
BIEGES]

Page 5 of 18



Wifawﬁ 31§W§(11‘=’R1ﬁ)aI
ahaﬂaﬁmmﬁaawm
Tiofrst grum #1 a
wArTEenEt &1 AR ¥ B 9
ST i A agd AqEHR
3R ‘I’ S vl & St
ST ST | 59 YRA-
A WEfas amf ¥ fau
YRd 3T ¥ | IRA TwgE
HIghIERETST 1 JERTSIe
3R TE-WAE wETen ®1
ST TR

e, 3. feeeht F Py
WhER A&, Jamast o
syar for st garar = fag
AR R 41 8 3 et
& HET TR T F A

Page 6 of 18

Navodaya Times ND 01/08/2014 p-4

312318 2. ﬁ%ﬁaﬁmagtha

» gl & g, aired of
&l ®1e1 B A 5T
aTee el &

= Bl g 8 v ey
uftaierenai ot
deioret oft eft
el BE 9 giwaet, fafre
Y&, Yoz AT & AR H FaT
93| F4 A Bl § 77 off
&3 ya ¥ AR s IR
STET S 2
F S ol § T fpu
1 99 @ifes | Wy
A H TEH FHE G
T HA N IT wEmTeTe %1 o

B fohan, SEl O 66 S
¥ fou e Sq duym 9 F
foru Sraret =1 s fopen s
W

S9 UH BF A IR 39

YRASA F IR A R A s | s .

@ IR e, ' agd AT |
TS A sga e arER
BRI | <A {HTe, HEr |59
gfEs # et sHone e
3o o 3 T A W &
%ﬁmmﬁﬁmlw
F we, ' § 1 vem = feww
RIS VEgH FATE, Faant

e S Wt R | apfE X

Faga vy fFu d s 3
FEA A E |0 HI TR T
ﬁwﬁmzﬁa@mml

mm%@@zrﬁmﬁ#sn?sﬂs‘é) W?)Wﬁmrl

Rajasthan Patrika ND
1/08/2014 P-12

G feeett

i

y
% |
§

21
g
A
o

£
8,

i

g
g

8
o

11
43

q
i
4

g
:

i
f
¥

il

A

:
4%,

%g
3



Page 7 of 18

Kerry visits 11T, walks out impressed with students

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/kerry-visits-iit-walks-out-impressed-with-students 951478.html

New Delhi: "Very exciting" and "excellent" were the words used by US Secretary of State John Kerry as he visited two
laboratories at the prestigious Indian Institute of Technology here on Thursday and interacted with the students.

Kerry, who is here for the 5th Indo-US Strategic Dialogue, took time out of his schedule and visited the Applied
Microbiology Laboratory and Bio-process lab.

Professor R K Shevgaonkar, Director of the IIT, Delhi told PTI that the American Embassy had specifically mentioned the
laboratories that Kerry wanted to visit.

In Pics: John Kerry visits IIT

Dressed in a blue suit, Kerry interacted with the students there and asked a number of questions about the processes
involved, the education fees, patent system and also if they would get a job in India or would they have to go out.

Kerry was very pleased to see a research project on bio-degradable plastic.

As a student explained the project to him, Kerry said, "Very exciting. It would be a huge contribution to the world. Very
exciting. Fantastic".

Kunal Gupta, who is part of the project, said he was proud that Kerry visited his institute.

"I am very proud to be part of a institute which is recognised in the US as well. They (US) have done a lot of research
which is much ahead of us and Kerry's visit to the institute makes us feel very good," said Gupta.

Kerry also visited the lab which was using algae to clean water and to produce biomass.


http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/kerry-visits-iit-walks-out-impressed-with-students_951478.html
http://zeenews.india.com/photogallery/john-kerry-visits-iit-3514
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John Kerry visits 11T, walks out 'impressed’ with students

PTI | Jul 31, 2014, 03.05 PM IST

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/news/india/John-Kerry-visits- 11 T-walks-out-impressed-with-
students/articleshow/39355128.cms

"Very exciting" and "excellent" were the words used by US secretary of state John Kerry as he visited two laboratories at
the prestigious Indian Institute of Technology here on Thursday and interacted with the students.

Kerry, who is here for the 5th Indo-US Strategic Dialogue, took time out of his schedule and visited the Applied
Microbiology Laboratory and Bio-process lab.

Professor R K Shevgaonkar, Director of the IIT, Delhi said that the American embassy had specifically mentioned the
laboratories that Kerry wanted to visit.

Dressed in a blue suit, Kerry interacted with the students there and asked a number of questions about the processes
involved, the education fees, patent system and also if they would get a job in India or would they have to go out.

Kerry was very pleased to see a research project on bio-degradable plastic. As a student explained the project to him,
Kerry said, "Very exciting. It would be a huge contribution to the world. Very exciting. Fantastic". Kunal Gupta, who is

part of the project, said he was proud that Kerry visited his institute.

"I am very proud to be part of a institute which is recognised in the US as well. They (US) have done a lot of research
which is much ahead of us and Kerry's visit to the institute makes us feel very good," said Gupta.

Kerry also visited the lab which was using algae to clean water and to produce biomass.


http://www.mumbaimirror.com/news/india/John-Kerry-visits-IIT-walks-out-impressed-with-students/articleshow/39355128.cms
http://www.mumbaimirror.com/news/india/John-Kerry-visits-IIT-walks-out-impressed-with-students/articleshow/39355128.cms
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HC orders common counselling for 11Ts, NITs next year

Vanita Srivastava, Hindustan Times New Delhi, August 01, 2014

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/common-iit-nit-counselling-from-2015-delhi-hc/article1-1247251.aspx

The Delhi high court on Friday directed the HRD ministry and the 11Ts to have common counselling for the
Indian Institutes of Technology (I11Ts) and the National Institutes of Technology (NITs) from next year.

The court also directed the HRD ministry and I1Ts to submit a report on or before November 30, 2014 on
whether a provision for lateral entry into I1Ts in second year from the students of NITs and other engineering
colleges can be made.

Last year more than 200 IIT seats had remained vacant. Every year hundreds of seats remain vacant in 1ITs
mainly because of some unpopular courses for which there are few takers. The court gave the directive on an
interim application, filed in a pending PIL, by Rajeev Kumar through lawyer Prashant Bhushan.

It had been alleged in the plea that I1Ts have been opposing the suggestion that a common database be prepared
of all the candidates who clear the 11T and the NIT entrance examination.


http://www.hindustantimes.com/Search/search.aspx?q=Vanita%20Srivastava&op=auth
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/common-iit-nit-counselling-from-2015-delhi-hc/article1-1247251.aspx
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‘Tailgating behind 45% of
highway crashes: Study

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Data from about
130 crashes involving differ-
ent vehicles on the Gurgaon-
Jaipur stretch of NH-8 hasin-
dicated speeding, overload-
ing and improper driving as
some of the main reasons be-
hind highways crashes.

The data and trends are
based on an ongoing crash
investigation project by NA-
TRIiP in association with II'T-
Delhi. This is part of a pilot
project undertaken by the
ministry of road transport
and highways to provide
cashless treatment to crash

victims toreduce fatalities.
NATRiP officials said
that though over 600 crashes
were reported, they have col-
lected in-depth data of 134
motor vehicle accidents. NA-
TRiP is the government’s
apex agency for vehicle re-
search and testing.
Almost45% of the crashes
investigated were due to tail-
gating or when vehicles fol-
low each other too closely.
Among other reasons identi-
fied, speeding caused 28 acci-
dents, overloading 16 and im-
proper driving another 15
mishaps. Theother key causa-
tive factors were lane change,

wrong turn, vehicle defect

and driver fatigue.

“The trend of crashes in

-most of the national high-

ways with divided carriage-
way would be same. If we have
a stringent enforcement on
speeding and overloading,
crashes can be reduced signif-
icantly. Once more and more
data from similar projects
emerges, it will help us to for-
mulate policies,” aroad trans-
portministry official said. .
The analysis showed that
10% of crashes were fatal, in
another 24% people reported
grievous injuries. In another
29%,the injuries were minor.
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New I1Sc chief seeks industry link

DC | B.R. SRIKANTH | August 01, 2014, 05.08 am IST

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140801/nation-current-affairs/article/new-iisc-chief-seeks-industry-link

BENGALURU: Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) should scale new heights by reaping the benefits of higher
funding, opening of new laboratories for research in frontier areas, and the addition of new faculty and research
scholars, says the new Director Dr. Anurag Kumar.

Dr. Kumar, an expert in communication networks, is the first engineer to take over as Director after a gap of
more than three decades. The last Director with engineering background was the late Prof. Satish Dhawan. He,
however, maintained that the institute was known for its mix of scientists and engineers and such distinction
was inconsequential.

He values experience gained at AT&T Bell Labs, the Cornell University, and 11Sc, and plans to strike a balance
between administration and research during his five-year tenure at the top but contemplates cutting down the
number of students guided by him at department of electrical communication engineering (ECE), where he
serves as a professor.

He said Indian entrepreneurs and enterprises are beginning to support science in a big way at 11Sc. For instance,
Infosys Technologies Ltd has just set up two high-profile chairs, one each in Physics and Mathematics
departments, a move which helps renowned physicists and mathematicians from across the world to visit these
departments for long duration. Besides, several small companies too are stepping forward to collaborate with
researchers at the institute.

“It is true that the IT industry has been services-based for many years, but they have become famous like TCS. |
hope that they move up the value chain or move sideways and invest in science,” he added.


http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140801/nation-current-affairs/article/new-iisc-chief-seeks-industry-link
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He said he would like to witness the coming together of the large number of people trained in high quality
instrumentation, those with doctorate degrees and venture capitalists of Bengaluru though such a unification
would be a challenge.

Dr. Kumar said he was surprised to receive a call from the outgoing Director Prof. P. Balaram and to be invited
to head the institute. “I took a day to think about the responsibilities and whether my personal, research and
family plans will be impacted. I guess | will have to spend more time on administration, but will continue to
teach and work even on weekends,” he added.

Born in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, Dr Anurag Kumar secured his B.Tech degree from Indian Institute of
Technology (11T), Kanpur, and his doctorate from the Cornell University. He worked at AT&T Bell Labs, for
six years and joined I1Sc in 1988. From 1989 to 2003, he was the coordinator at 11Sc of the nationwide
Education and Research Network (ERNET) project, which established the first country-wide packet
communication network in the country, and supported more than 1,300 R & D laboratories across India.
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D.U. TEACHERS PAINT
V.C.BLACK WITH
WHITE PAPER

Dinesh Singh faces allegations
of financial, administrative
and academic irregularities

burial of

DELHI Univer-
sity Vice-Chan-
cellor Dinesh
Singh hasn’t seen ___ InNewbDehi
the last of his process of com-

troubles with the ing out with

FYUP contro-
versy. The uni-
versity’s teachers 1stratlve and
are well into the Turnto Page7

EXCLUSIVE

By Heena Kausar

the ‘White Paper’

that compiles the
financial, admin-

DU academicians

declare war on V-C

DUTA ALLEGES i

W 0BC funds to the tune of
170 crore were diverted to
buy laptops for first-year
students under FYUP

B The governing body was
bypassed to revoke the sus-
pension of B.R. Ambedkar
College Principal GK. Arora,
the main accused in Pavitra
Bhardwaj death case

Continued from page 1

NDTF ALLEGES

W Funds from one head to
another were diverted with
any approval for various
reasons such as buying lap-
tops and organising Antard-
hwani annual festival

B Unnecessary appoint-
ment of officials made by
creating new positions

aeademic rregularities alleged to have been committed
by Singh in his stint at the top of the nation's premier uni-
verslcy The allegations against Singh span a spectrum of
ing (see box), from misusé of OBC fnds o by
Four Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUP) Laﬁaops
which are now lying unused and forcing the FYUP.
onnew students despite its rollback. Singh s not, ho

alleged to have derived any pe
his long st Of acosations.

rsonal financial benem in

The university’s teaching community has long been crit-
cal of Singh, particularly of what most of them regard as
aniac”

his “authoritarian” and “mey

jom: y of running
the show. Starting from semesterisation of the academic
year to the introduction of the now-rolled-back
V-C has long been the fount of all decisions. Teachers say
Singh's regime has no place for consensus.

The Delhi University Teachers’
Assoclation (DUTA), an elected
of the university, will release
the ‘White Paper’ against Singh
next week. And if that was not
enough, another group of teachers
under the banner of National
Democratic Teachers' Front
DT et gaEieRArIE 3
3 ingh; it

Repeated attempts to reach
lngﬂ for a comment on the issue
ed.

Money matters

The DUTA ‘White Paper’ focuses
on financial and administrative

will focus on financial and aca.
demic irregularities because of
which teachers and students have
had to face many hs p:

The DUTA ‘White Paper’ will
include the issue of diversion of
guer 210 crore ® to buy laptops ror

aiso ailoges tires i spent
money from funds meant for
development of teaching in
departments on ‘Antardhwani’
an annual cultural festival concep-
tualised and started by the V-C in
2011. Allegations of diverting
maintenance funds to hire a whole
train for what was called ‘Gyano
daya Express’ will also figure in
the ‘White Paper

The NDTF chargesheet alleges
that over ¥170 crore were spent

MAILTODAY
EXCLUSIVE

from OBC funds to buy laptops.
“There are many cases of financial
irregularities by the V-C. There is
the unapproved expenditure of
over 2170 crore for buying more
than 50000 laptops. Qur - Qur report
will have

'e docume;
lons on the way the| larwps Were
purchased RTT replies nhave

aled that these laptops we

purchased by diverting ‘money
from OBC funds. You need
approval from the fund-granting
body to divert money from one
head to another but no such
approval was taken by the V-C in
this case,” alleged Inder Mohan

Kapahy from NDTF,

DU staffer sulclde

The ‘White Paper’ by DUTA will
also include the issue of Pavitra
Bhardwaj - the former DU lab
technician who committed sui-
cide after making allegations of
sexual harassment against
Ambedkar College Principal G.K.
Arora. “The V-C Is almost on his

in_the college Glespite our
g'rmests said DUTA president

Serious quesuons are being
made

raised about the

appointments of teachers and
heads of departments by violating
university ordinances, according
to DUTA. The V-C allegedly
appointed his favourite people to
yarious positions, including as
heads of departm

“rhe V-G nas nads many new
positions, like V-C Fellows and
ut) an of Students’
only to keep his own people
around him. More than 40 such
positions have been created by
im without any approval from
any council or body,” alleges the
NDTF chnrg?sheet Jubieh will
0 have a mention of findings of
the Shunglu cummxme report of
crumal

and manage-
lapses on part of e university
Eatheries

Academic issues

way out but he is
his ways. The latest violation he
committed was to bypass the

governing body of B.R. Ambed-
kar College and revoke Arora's
suspension. The principal is back

The int and rollback
of FYUP has been marred by
alleged academic irregularities
committed by the V-C and his

associates. Despite the rofiback,
the V-C has ensured that the syl-

V-C Dinesh
Singh

labus of FYUP was

the DUTA ‘Whlle Pnper' "'l"he
decision of Committee of
Courses of mnny depmmen!s

was le restructuring
the FYUP syllnbus for 2015-14
batch, The V-C, through his
department heads, approved &
course retaining FYUB" the
DUTA report said. The report
0 takes up the issue of victim-
Bation 1 of teachers who dared to
differ with him. “Inquiries were
set up ugmnsc such teachers
any € just to trou-

ble them." said Rareln

“The “White Paper’ will be
finalised on Friday. We have RTI
replies, documents and other
proof against the irregularities
committed by the V-C," said Abha
Dev Habib, member DUTA.

Both DUTA and NDTF said
that they will submit their
reports to higher authorities for
further action. “We want a
tor inquiry against the V-C for all
the {rregularities he has eommit.
ted, The university under him
h e a can of worms. A lot
will be revealed when we coras
out, with the report. We will make

representations to the UGC and

her bodies to take strict action
against himy said Nacais
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Entrepreneurs go Back to IIM Classrooms
As many as 41 students in latest batch at 7 1IMs are in various stages of starting up

SREERADHA D BASU
MUMBAI
naremarkable display of India’s
growing fervour for entrepreneur-
ship, atleast 41 students in the new
batch at seven IIMs are in various stages
of starting up and running new busi-
nesses even as they pursue their MBAs,
exclusive data collated by ET shows.

Thismeans that an unusually high 2%
of students in the new batch at these
IIMsare already entrepreneurs.

“There has indeed been a spurt this
year in the number of such student en-
trepreneursat IIMs,” IIM-Kozhikode Di-
rector Debashis Chatterjee said.

These new ITM students have built star-
tups in mobile apps development, horti-
culture plantations, event management,
solar-powered equipment, food-related
businesses and coaching schools.

“The number of people in their 20s
who are setting up their own ventures is
atanew high,” says Mukul Singhal,

principal, SAIF Partners.

Global B-schools are givinga major
push tofoster entrepreneurship and do-
mestic counterparts are also placinga
similar premium on student startups.

“Entrepreneurial students are like all-
rounders ina cricket team. They are able
tofully appreciate and participate inthe

whole process of creationof value...this
isthe ultimate goal of managinganen-
terprise,” Chatterjee said.

Atthe Kozhikode B-school alone,
around 15 students in the batch that
joined in Juneareentrepreneurs.

Having an IIM Tag Helps a Lot»» 11

Having an IIM Tag Helps a Lot

» FromPage 1
The batch at IIM-Kozhikode in-
cludes, among others, Bullipe

‘Reddy who runs Prestoo, that

builds educational games to
teach and test high school stu-
dents’ concepts of physics,
maths and chemistry; Krish
nan Jeesha who provides out-
of-home advertising solutions
to businesses; and Sumit Ku-
mar Shaw, who has set up a
coaching institute as well as a
tourand travel company.
IIM-Calcutta has seven such
student-entrepreneurs in its
new batch; IIM-Bangalore has

two and IlMAhmedabad has

another six. Among the newer

IMs, IIM-Raipur has five such
students while IIM-Rohtak and

“All other things being equal,
we would prefer someone witha
solid educational background.
A qualification from an IIM or
anIIT does lend a bit more credi-
bility when talking toa VC (ven-
ture capital nmd) or an inves-
tor,” says Abhay Pande,

Sequoia Capital India. "Enrllex;
the entrepreneurial ecosystem
was not so vibrant. Now it's
great that people are taking a
risk to work towards a much
largeroutoome,"headds.

if Aditya Pangtey of IIM-
Calcuttaownsathindof Indie-

peers at the Joka institute in-

clude Nikesh Vora, who found-

ed AlterEgo, an e-comm ven- j

ture in the personalised gifting
domain; and Pranshu Kacho-
lia, a BITS-Pilani grad who co-
founded a mobile app develop-
ment startup called Droid Stu-
dios. His Android app saw as
many as 30,000 downloads in
six months. “I don’t have the
business or finance knowledge
and that’s where an MBA
comes in. Also, I want to lever-
age [IM-Calcutta’s network in
the future,” says Kacholia

At IIM-Ahmedabad, students
have co-founded ventures pro-
viding software solutions;
launched healthcare mobile
.apps and app development star-
tups; designed and prototyped a
product that harvests energy
from cooking stoves; and
launched ventures aimed at ad-
dressing declining analytical
abilitiesamongschool students.

Over 80% of the ventures pro-
moted by this yeal‘s student en-
trepreneurs are still operation-
al. Many such students have

partners or cofounders who
~ “I intend to expand my enter-

tion istolerated by societies. The
Indian society has reached a cer-
tain inflection point when a new
generation is not afraid of tak-
ing chances and experiment-
ing,” feels Prof Chatterjee.

In IIM-Shillong, businesses
run by students include con-
sulting agency Innovative We;
Epitome IT Coaching that fo-
cuses primarily on IT educa-
tion and Xeopia Solutions, also
in the same space. At [IM-Rai-
pur, Pratik Suting, an aircraft
maintenance engineer, ran his

transcription company; Ra-
esh Jangam opened up ‘a
‘school and Satyadeo Thakur
started his venture as a web
hosting and designing compa-
ny. In IIM-Rohtak, Pruthvi Ala,
along with three friends, start- -
ed a snacks business serving
offices such as Accenture and
IBM, which is in the process of
opening more outlets in Hyde-
rabad. His batch mate Gaurav
Aggarwal uses data technolo-
gies to help small retailers
grow their business.

“A good management educa-
tion equips a person with neces-
sary tools and greater perspec-
tive to analyse complex
situations,” says D Chethan of
IIM-K. His interest in agricul-
tureledhimtoinvestina10-acre
plot and adopt highly mecha-

nised techniques to grow horti-

- cultural crops such as chikoo,

mango, black jamun, coconut
and lemon alongside fast-grow-
ing timber-yielding varieties.
Despite the success of his
‘business, Chethan still be-
lieves in the power of an MBA.

prise and enter new avenues

such as food processing in the
future,” saysChethan

For IIM-Bangalore’s Sourav

. Das,whorunsastartupin theso-

lar technology space withan IIT-
Kharagpur batchmate, the MBA
isa ticket toscale up his venture
to the next stage. The partners
sell solar mobile phone chargers
—they have sold some 500 pieces
through NGOs — and Das says
he needs some guidance to fine
tune his business plan.

Nitisha Sethia, of IIM-A who
ran her own fashionwear busi-
ness called Urban Junkie en-
tirely through Facebook and
earned around Rs 5 lakh
through four exhibitions, says
she loved the whole experience
of running her own show.
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“‘Scope of robotics in surgery expandmg

Mesmandan.llln@tlmesgroup com

NewDelhi Therearealready robotsthat
canassistinsurgery,liketheda Vincisur-
gery system. But what if a robot can be
programmed into performing a certain
procedure without any direct interven-
tion from the surgeon? Like the driver-
less Google car?

The current robotic surgical system
cannot run on its own, it has to be mano-
euvred by a surgeon. While opinion is di-
vided on the outcome; top surgeons, how-
ever, donotrule out such a possibility.

“Presently, robotic equipment can
take you to the abnormal area like tu-
mour, blood clot and abscess so that tis-
sues can bebiopsied safely. Thenextstage
will be robotic instrument that can be

Times of India, ND 01/08/2014

The current robotic surgical sys-
tem cannot run on its own, it has to
be manoeuvred by a surgeon.
While opinion is divided on the
outcome, top surgeons, however,
do not rule out such a possibility

manipulated 360 degrees, conducting the
biopsy on its own based on the pro-
gramme fed into the software system,”
said Dr Rajendra Prasad, senior neuro
and spine surgeon at Apollo Hospitals.
He said this could be done because
“we have the benefit of all diagnostic
imaging—CT scan and MRI—results be-
ing fused together into robotic comput-
r”’ sothemechanicalarm canavoid dam-
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agetootherorgan.

© “Most medical equipments aretbeing
invented abroad and we have to import
them at a high cost. India has lagged be-
hind. If engineering institutes such as
IITsand top medical colleges can work to-
gether, we can outpace them in develop-
ing new technologies,” the doctor said.
He cited the example of a software pro-
gramme developed by IIT wherein a boy
paralysed neck down could operate com-
puter with only five keys.

“In 1970s, till the CT scan was made
available, surgeons would explore just on
history and clinical examination to see
which part of brain is involved. But now
we have advanced imaging system such
as MRI to explore all details of the abnor-
mality,” Prasad said.

USB offers hackers direct route to computers

Keyboards, Thumb-Drives, Mouse CanBe Used To Load Malware In PCs Without Detection

Boston: USB devices such as
keyboards, thumb-drives and
mice can be used to hack into
personal computers in a poten-
‘tial new class of attacks that
«evade all known security pro-
tections, a top computer re-
searcher revealed on Thursday.

Karsten Nohl, chief scien-
tist with Berlin's SR Labs,
noted that hackers could load
malicious software onto tiny,
low-cost computer chips that
control functions of USB de-
vices but which have no built-
-in shields against tampering
with their code.

“You cannot tell where the
virus came from. It is almost
like a magic trick,” said Nohl,
whose research firm is known
for uncovering major flaws in

+mobile phone technology.

The finding shows that
bugs in software used to run ti-

ny electronics components
that are invisible to theaverage
computer user can be extreme-
ly dangerous when hackers fig-
ure out how toexploit them. Se-
curity  researchers  have
increasingly turned their at-
tention to uncovering such
flaws. Nohl said his firm has
performed attacks by writing
malicious code onto USB con-
trol chips used in thumb drives
and smartphones. Once the
USB device is attached to a
computer, the malicious soft-
ware can log keystrokes, spy on
communications and destroy
data, hesaid.
Computersdonotdetect the
infections when tainted de-
vicesare inserted becauseanti-
virus programs are only de-
signed to scan for software
written onto memory and do
not scan the “firmware” that

NEW SECURITY THREAT

controls the functioning of
thosedevices, hesaid. Nohland
Jakob Lell, a security research.
er at SR Labs, will describe
their attack method at next

week’s Black Hat hacking con-
ference in Las Vegas, in a pre-
sentation titled: “Bad USB-On
Accessories that Turn Evil.”
Thousands of security pro-

fessionals gather at the annual
conference to hear about the
latest hacking techniques, in-
cluding ones that threaten the
security of business comput-
ers, eonsumer electronics and
critical infrastructure.

Nohl said he would not be
surprised if intelligence agen-
cies, like the National Security
Agency, have already figured
out how to launch attacks us-
ing this technique.

Last year, he presented re-
search at Black Hat on break-
through methods for remotely
attacking SIM cards on mobile
phones. In December, docu-
ments leaked by former NSA
contractor Edward Snowden
demonstrated that the U.S. spy
agency was using a similar
technique for surveillance,
which it called “Monkey Calen-
dar:” An NSA spokeswoman de-

clined to comment.

SR Labs tested the tech-
nique by infecting controller
chips made by major Taiwa-
nese manufacturer, Phison
Electronics Corp , and placing
them in USB memory drives
and smartphones
Google Inc’s Android operat-
ingsystem. Alex Chiu,anattor-
ney with Phison, told Reuters
via email that Nohl had con-
tacted the company about his
research in May. “Nohl did not
offer detailed analysis together
with work product to prove his
finding,” Chiu said. “Phison
doesn’t have ground to com-
ment (on) his allegation.” Chiu
said that “from Phison’s rea-
sonable knowledge and belief,
it is hardly possible to rewrite
Phison's controller firmware
without accessing our confi-
dential information.” reurers
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Robotic arms fix deformed
spine, help 10-yr-old stand

City Docs Remove Pus, Put Screws To Straighten Vertebrae

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A 10-year-old boy
from Bihar, who suffered from
acollapsed vertebraat the mid-
chest level leading to compres-
sion of the spinal cord with a
largecollection of pusinthear-
ea, recently underwent robotic
surgery at a private hospital.
Doctors claim this is the first
time a complex spinal deformi-
ty has been fixed using robotic
arms.

The robot not only fixed
screws to straighten the verte-
brae that had turned into a
hunchback but it also helped
surgeons remove the pus col-
lected inside without cutting
open the chest. It is suspected
that the pus formation was
caused due to tuberculosis in-
fection.

DrRajendra Prasad, senior
consultant in the neurosur-
gery department at Apollo
Hospital, said the surgery-
—performed on July 15—“in-
volved draining the pus in the
first stage. Once he recovered
from the surgery, his vertebrae
were fixed from behind
after a week to enable early
mobilization”.

The doctors decided to con-
duct surgery using robotic
arms to ensure faster recovery
and reduce the risk of any in-
consistency in fixing the
screws. “Conventionally, the
chest has to be cut open to re-
move the pus and then another
procedure is conducted to fix
the vertebrae using screws. It
takes longer to recover and
even with the skills of an expe-
rienced surgeon, there are
chances of screw penetration
and damage of the spine nerv-
es and, in some cases, paraly-
sis,” said Dr Arun Prasad, se-
nior consultant, minimal
access surgery.

“The surgery is expensive
by over Rs 40,000 to Rs 50,000
than the normal surgery, but

. there are several benefits,” he
added.

Nutan Jaiswal, Shivam’s
mother, could not thank the
Ve

HIGH-TECH l

HAND

HOW IT WORKS

Step 1:Unlike conventional
procedures where surgeons
have to cut open a patient to
gain access to internal organs,
robotic surgery is done by

Step 2: Through 1 hole, a
high-powered camera or
endoscope is inserted and held
by a robotic arm. It helps the
surgeon get a 3D vision of
diseased organs

Step 3: Two more robotic arms
used to insert instruments
through other 2 holes. Doctors
manipulate surgical tools using
hand-held joysticks

How it started in India

Asia in 2001 for cardiac surgery.

Image
processing
equipment

Surgeon
console

In the past few years,
doctors have been
increasingly using
robotic surgery for a
range of procedures

making 3 small holes in the body

are

Dr Naresh Trehan at Escorts Hospital procured the first robot in

. The first urological robotic
programme was started at AIIMS in 2006. Over 15 centres across
the country now have active robotic surgery units for
gynaecological, bypass, prostate and bariatric procedures

Surgical
arm cart
High-resolutio

Endowrist
instruments

Advantage

@ 3D vision

@ 360-degree movements
@ Accurate cutting

@ Less pain & bleeding

e Faster recovery

In spine surgery/
fixation, high precision
helps reduce risk of
damage to nerves while
putting screw

FUTURE

Current robotic system
cannot run on its own,
surgeons have to
manoeuvre it. Research-
ers are exploring the

possibility of designing
special software and
equipment that will allow
a robot to perform the
procedure on its own, like
a driverless vehicle

doctors enough. “My child had
been suffering from fever and
back pain for over six months.
We took him to local physi-
cians and specialists in Dhan-
bad and Patna but they failed to

diagnosetheinfection. Thisled
to pus formation in the verte-
brae and spinal curve. Had he
not been operated in time, he
would have been paralysed,”
shesaid.

Apollo Institute of Robotic
Surgery has performed 316
successful surgeries till date in
several disciplines—urology,
paediatrics, gynaecology, ba-
riatric and gastroenterology.
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Now, breathe easy in space with artificial leaves

London: An inventor in the UK has
developed the world’s first synthetic
biological leaf that absorbs water
and carbon dioxide to produce ox-
ygen just like a plant, and it could
enable long-distance space travel.
The leaf, created by Royal Col-
legeof Artstudent Julian Melchior-
ri, consists of chloroplasts suspend-
ed in a matrix made out of silk
protein. “The material is extracted
directly from the fibres of silk,”
Melchiorri said. “This material has

an amazing property of stabilizing
molecules. I extracted chloroplasts
from plant cells and placed them in-
sidethissilk protein. Asan outcome
T'have thefirst photosynthetic mate-
rial that is living and breathing asa
leaf does,” hesaid.

Like the leaves of a plant, Mel-
chiorri’s Silk Leaf needslightanda
small amount of water to produce
oxygen, ‘Dezeen’ reported. “Silk
Leaf is very light, low energy-con-
suming, it’scompletely biological,”

OXYGEN FACTORY?

©® Mark Stevenson/Stocktrek Imag

he said, adding, “Plants don’t grow
in zero gravity. Nasa is looking at
different ways to produce oxygen
for long-distance space journeys to
let us live in space. This material
could allow us to explore space
much further than we can now.”
Melchiorri hopes his creation could
be used futuristic architectural pro-
jects like deploying giant leaves as
airfilters, hangingthem on theexte-
rior of buildings to absorb CO2 and
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EXPANSIONZONE Infusion of fresh funds and the need to build scale have led to spurt

Startups

Talent Superhighway
Kelly Services | Venturesity has seen a
g 3005
15,000 | ot eve crenine s
Jobs in the startup | twice the number of user
space in the next acquisition job profiles
six months .i in firms since last year

nmwmunmmmrm
talent has doubled over last year

ANUMEHA CHATURVEDI
NEW DELHI

ubmit your resignation today! Awe-

some startups are hiring,” screams an

advertisement by Bangalore-based
Venturesity, which finds talent for angel
and VC-backed companies. The ad goes on
to list the many perks of working for a star-
tupand the openings.

“It's raining jobs,” says Venturesity co-
founder Subhendu Panigrahi. His firm has
seen a 300% increase in the number of Java
openings and twice the number of user ac-
quisition job profiles since last year. He is
hunting for talent for 50 funded startups, up
from seven when he started last year.

Jobs have opened up in the start-up space
inIndiaas international as well asdomestic
firms get fresh funding and feel the need to
build scale here. Y

Julian Frachtman is networking in San
Francisco for his six-month-old angel fund-
ed startup Appkeys, a mobile app promo-
tion network, which curates lists of apps.
But for talent, Frachtman’s eyes are set on
India, where he plans to hire engineers and
open anoffice this year.

“It's a competitive advantage as Indian tal-
ent brings down our costs by about 25%.
There’sa constant churn inthe US as compa-
nies like Facebook, Twitter and Apple have
deep pockets and are always looking for key
talent,” he says.

Bain’s private equity report for 2014 states
that despite an overall slowdown, private
equity continued to play a pivotal role in In-
dia’s capital needs, accounting for 54% of
foreign direct investment inflows in 2013
against45% in2012. This year hasseen 73 VC
deals so far; generating $230 million, accord-
ing toresearch firm Venture Intelligence.

Kelly Services estimates that 12,000 to
15,000 jobs will be created in the next six

months in the space. “Every year, 20,000 to
25,000jobsare created by startups inIndia.
This number is likely to go up,” says Ka-
mal Karanth, MD, Kelly Services India
and Malaysia.

At ABC Consultants, demand for start-up
talent has doubled over last year. “With
funding flowing in, demand for talent has
been high unlike other sectors which have
taken a cautionary approach to hiring,”
says Shiv Agrawal, MD, ABC Consultants.

“An increasing number of start-up ven-
turesare hiring people in bignumbers by of-
fering them the thrill of innovation, good

compensation and meaty
Lt roles, generating ample job

Theneedfor  opportunities,” says Sri-
talentisalso  kanth Rengarajan, execu-
leadingfirms  tive director and president,
tolaunch ManpowerGroup India.

unique The need for hiring is also
search te:idmg ﬂrmsh to launci\
processes, que talent hunts. Taxi-
asthey ForSure, whichraisedasec-
hire across ond round of funding worth
positions $10 million from VC firm

Bessemer Venture Part-
ners in May, is running the Most Awesome
Job campaign. The unconventional role
could, according to the job description,
make the selected candidate the most
sought after in the company.

“In our expansion spree, we keep coming
up with various innovations like viral cam-
paigns and social media ideas. We feel it's
nowafull-time jobthat needs an extraordin-
ary person to plan and execute them. That's
how the most awesome job campaign was
conceived,” says Aprameya Radhakrishna,
co-founder, TaxiForSure.

TaxiForSure is aimingat closing 100 to 115
positions in operations, engineering and
marketing across various locations in this
quarter. For almost all positions, the re-

channelfresh air inside. pn

Go on a Hiring Spree

quirement has gone up by 50% over the pre-
vious quarter.

Chennai-based cloud based customer sup-
port solutions firm Freshdesk's headcount
went to 250 last quarter from 200 in the previ-
ous quarter as the company scaled up its en-
gineering operations. The company re-
ceived $31 million Series D funding (the
fourth stage in the seed stage financing cycle
of a new business’ growth) from Tiger Glob-
al, Accel Partners and Google Capital in
Juneafterraising $7million in Series C fund-
ing from Accel Partners and Tiger Global in
November last year.

“Once Series A and B financing comes in,
the focus shifts to growth - acquiring new
customers rapidly and scaling up interna-
tional operations. We've hired a considera-
ble number of sales people in the last quarter
alone,” says Girish Mathrubootham, foun-
derand CEO.

At online curated furniture seller Urban
Ladder, the bulk of hiring has taken place
over the past two quarters and the employee
base is set to double in the next six months
with 150-200 new recruits. Urban Ladder
raised $20 million in Series B funding led by
Steadview Capital, with participation from
existing investors including SAIF Partners
and Kalaari Capital this month.

With the new round of funding, the com-
pany plans tofocus on building its technol-
ogy platform, and is looking for people
who can provide digital solutions for fur-
niture shopping.

“Most of the hiring will happen within
these functions to support our plans of scal-
ing up. We are looking at senior profiles for
finance, operations and quality control
where vertical skillset is highly valuable,”
says Rajiv Srivatsa, COO and co-founder,
Urban Ladder:

anumeha.chaturvedi@timesgroup.com




