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Kerry visits IIT, walks out impressed with students  

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/kerry-visits-iit-walks-out-impressed-with-students_951478.html 

New Delhi: "Very exciting" and "excellent" were the words used by US Secretary of State John Kerry as he visited two 
laboratories at the prestigious Indian Institute of Technology here on Thursday and interacted with the students.  
 
Kerry, who is here for the 5th Indo-US Strategic Dialogue, took time out of his schedule and visited the Applied 
Microbiology Laboratory and Bio-process lab.  
 
Professor R K Shevgaonkar, Director of the IIT, Delhi told PTI that the American Embassy had specifically mentioned the 
laboratories that Kerry wanted to visit.  
 
In Pics: John Kerry visits IIT 

Dressed in a blue suit, Kerry interacted with the students there and asked a number of questions about the processes 

involved, the education fees, patent system and also if they would get a job in India or would they have to go out.  

 

Kerry was very pleased to see a research project on bio-degradable plastic.  

 

As a student explained the project to him, Kerry said, "Very exciting. It would be a huge contribution to the world. Very 

exciting. Fantastic". 

 

Kunal Gupta, who is part of the project, said he was proud that Kerry visited his institute.  

 

"I am very proud to be part of a institute which is recognised in the US as well. They (US) have done a lot of research 

which is much ahead of us and Kerry's visit to the institute makes us feel very good," said Gupta.  

 

Kerry also visited the lab which was using algae to clean water and to produce biomass. 
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John Kerry visits IIT, walks out 'impressed' with students 

PTI | Jul 31, 2014, 03.05 PM IST 

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/news/india/John-Kerry-visits-IIT-walks-out-impressed-with-

students/articleshow/39355128.cms  
"Very exciting" and "excellent" were the words used by US secretary of state John Kerry as he visited two laboratories at 
the prestigious Indian Institute of Technology here on Thursday and interacted with the students.  
 
Kerry, who is here for the 5th Indo-US Strategic Dialogue, took time out of his schedule and visited the Applied 
Microbiology Laboratory and Bio-process lab.  
 
Professor R K Shevgaonkar, Director of the IIT, Delhi said that the American embassy had specifically mentioned the 
laboratories that Kerry wanted to visit.  
 
Dressed in a blue suit, Kerry interacted with the students there and asked a number of questions about the processes 
involved, the education fees, patent system and also if they would get a job in India or would they have to go out.  
 
Kerry was very pleased to see a research project on bio-degradable plastic. As a student explained the project to him, 
Kerry said, "Very exciting. It would be a huge contribution to the world. Very exciting. Fantastic". Kunal Gupta, who is 
part of the project, said he was proud that Kerry visited his institute.  
 
"I am very proud to be part of a institute which is recognised in the US as well. They (US) have done a lot of research 
which is much ahead of us and Kerry's visit to the institute makes us feel very good," said Gupta.  
 
Kerry also visited the lab which was using algae to clean water and to produce biomass. 
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HC orders common counselling for IITs, NITs next year 

Vanita Srivastava, Hindustan Times  New Delhi, August 01, 2014 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/common-iit-nit-counselling-from-2015-delhi-hc/article1-1247251.aspx  

The Delhi high court on Friday directed the HRD ministry and the IITs to have common counselling for the 

Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and the National Institutes of Technology (NITs) from next year. 

The court also directed the HRD ministry and IITs to submit a report on or before November 30, 2014 on 

whether a provision for lateral entry into IITs in second year from the students of NITs and other engineering 

colleges can be made. 

Last year more than 200 IIT seats had remained vacant. Every year hundreds of seats remain vacant in IITs 

mainly because of some unpopular courses for which there are few takers. The court gave the directive on an 

interim application, filed in a pending PIL, by Rajeev Kumar through lawyer Prashant Bhushan.  

It had been alleged in the plea that IITs have been opposing the suggestion that a common database be prepared 

of all the candidates who clear the IIT and the NIT entrance examination. 
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New IISc chief seeks industry link 

DC | B.R. SRIKANTH | August 01, 2014, 05.08 am IST 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140801/nation-current-affairs/article/new-iisc-chief-seeks-industry-link  

 

 

BENGALURU: Indian Institute of Science (IISc) should scale new heights by reaping the benefits of higher 

funding, opening of new laboratories for research in frontier areas, and the addition of new faculty and research 

scholars, says the new Director Dr. Anurag Kumar.  

  

Dr. Kumar, an expert in communication networks, is the first engineer to take over as Director after a gap of 

more than three decades. The last Director with engineering background was the late Prof. Satish Dhawan. He, 

however, maintained that the institute was known for its mix of scientists and engineers and such distinction 

was inconsequential. 

  

He values experience gained at AT&T Bell Labs, the Cornell University, and IISc, and plans to strike a balance 

between administration and research during his five-year tenure at the top but contemplates cutting down the 

number of students guided by him at department of electrical communication engineering (ECE), where he 

serves as a professor.   

  

He said Indian entrepreneurs and enterprises are beginning to support science in a big way at IISc. For instance, 

Infosys Technologies Ltd has just set up two high-profile chairs, one each in Physics and Mathematics 

departments, a move which helps renowned physicists and mathematicians from across the world to visit these 

departments for long duration. Besides, several small companies too are stepping forward to collaborate with 

researchers at the institute. 

  

“It is true that the IT industry has been services-based for many years, but they have become famous like TCS. I 

hope that they move up the value chain or move sideways and invest in science,” he added.  

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140801/nation-current-affairs/article/new-iisc-chief-seeks-industry-link
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He said he would like to witness the coming together of the large number of people trained in high quality 

instrumentation, those with doctorate degrees and venture capitalists of Bengaluru though such a unification 

would be a challenge.  

  

Dr. Kumar said he was surprised to receive a call from the outgoing Director Prof. P. Balaram and to be invited 

to head the institute. “I took a day to think about the responsibilities and whether my personal, research and 

family plans will be impacted. I guess I will have to spend more time on administration, but will continue to 

teach and work even on weekends,” he added.  

  

Born in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, Dr Anurag Kumar secured his B.Tech degree from Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT), Kanpur, and his doctorate from the Cornell University. He worked at AT&T Bell Labs, for 

six years and joined IISc in 1988. From 1989 to 2003, he was the coordinator at IISc of the nationwide 

Education and Research Network (ERNET) project, which established the first country-wide packet 

communication network in the country, and supported more than 1,300 R & D laboratories across India.   
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